POLI 328A: The Internet and Politics

Final paper Assignment Information

Due: In class, April 4 2002. Lateness penalty: 1/3 grade (e.g. from B+ to B) for each day late. Lateness penalties begin accruing as of 2pm April 4.


Length: 12-15 double-spaced typed pages (3000 to 3750 words)

Description: The final paper assignment is flexible. You may write on any topic related to the Internet and politics. The choice of topic is up to you. A list of possibilities is attached, but these are just suggestions; feel free to come up with a topic on your own. If it is not on the list, please e-mail me your topic for approval before March 21.  If your topic is based on your web guide, no more than 1 of the web sites you reviewed in your web guide may be used as a case study in your final paper. Your paper should include all of the following:

Introduction and thesis statement: Your paper should have a strong central argument, clearly stated on the first page of the paper. This argument can be phrased as the answer to a question, in which case both the question and your proposed answer should be explicitly stated in the introduction of your paper. The tone of your paper should be argumentative, not descriptive; you are presenting and supporting a central argument.

Organization: Your paper should have a clear organizational structure, outlined at the beginning of the paper. If you are planning to detail your argument, and then support it with evidence from specific examples, state that clearly, and name the examples you will be discussing.

Evidence: You should use evidence to support your main argument, such as examples or quotations. Any evidence you use should be clearly linked to your central argument. If you are using a web site as evidence in support of your argument, don’t just describe the site; explain how its particular characteristics are evidence of your main argument.  

Note that you may be more successful in focusing on a small number of examples (perhaps 3-4 web sites or groups), and analyzing them in some depth. Your analysis can drawn on additional sources (such as articles or web commentaries on your topic) in discussing these examples.

Research: Your paper should draw on sources beyond the course reading list (although you may also refer to or cite readings from the course).  Your paper should demonstrate some knowledge of secondary research on your topic;  i.e. you should look for articles, books, and papers that other people have already written on your topic or on related topics. In addition, you may conduct primary research by directly examining web sites, reading and analyzing e-mail lists or newsgroup messages, or conducting interviews. 

Citations: Make sure you cite any source you use, including online sources, and include all these sources in your bibliography. For information on how to cite online sources, see http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/citex.html  Remember that you must cite all your sources, even if you do not quote them directly.

Conclusion: At the end of the paper, you should restate your argument, and summarize how the evidence you have presented proves your argument. You can also use your conclusion to (briefly) speculate on the broader implications of your research, or to raise interesting questions for further study.


Format: You have several options for the format of your final paper.

1. A traditional printed paper.

2. An annotated web guide: essentially a paper formatted as an html file, with hyperlinks to each of the web sources you cite. You can also include graphic elements in your web guide to make it more visually appealing. 

3. A multi-page web guide: similar to an annotated web guide, but broken into multiple web pages. This will require a little more work on the design side, since you will need at least a rudimentary way of navigating between the pages. Don’t let the design challenge distract you from the core assignment.

I strongly encourage you to choose one of the web guide options; it will be your choice whether you make your guide available to other students. Please print your web guide (don’t worry if the printed version looks a bit funny) as well as e-mailing it or uploading it. I will read the online version, but write comments on the printed version, and return it with your grade. 

Our March 7 lab class will cover the basics of designing a web page in Netscape or Word, which should prepare you to do a very basic page or site. If you want to do additional work on the design or technical aspects of your guide, I am happy to help.

Help: I encourage you to e-mail or meet with me to discuss your paper. In particular, you may find it helpful to outline your paper topic and thesis statement, so that you can be sure that you have a strong central argument.  

Grading scheme:

	A- to A+: For excellent papers, characterized by:

· a clear, interesting and original central argument

· well-organized

· does an excellent job of using evidence in support of its argument

· demonstrates strong analytical ability and comprehension of topic

· well-written.
	D to D+: For poor papers, characterized by:

· no central argument

· little evidence, poorly connected to central argument

· poor analytic ability

· poorly organized and/or poorly written



	B- to B+: For good papers, characterized by:

· a clear central argument, though it may not be interesting or original

· well-organized

· uses evidence in support of its argument, but not as amply or convincingly as an A paper

· demonstrates solid analytical ability and comprehension of topic

· solidly written
	F: For unacceptable papers, characterized by:

· no central argument

· little or no evidence, unconnected to central argument

· poor analytic ability

· poorly organized and/or poorly written

	C- to C+: For mediocre papers, characterized by:

· lack a clear central argument, though there may be some general theme

· fail to connect evidence to the central argument

· demonstrates basic comprehension of topic

· acceptable but unimpressive

· may be poorly written and/or poorly organized

· OR may be short of page requirement 
	


POLI 328A: Suggested Final Paper Topics

Note: These topics are just suggestions, intended to give you some possibilities and to suggest the type of topic you might want to pursue. I encourage you to develop your own topic, though I ask to you to e-mail it to me for approval.

The Canadian Debate over Free Speech Online: Is there a distinctly Canadian perspective on the debate over free speech on the Internet?

Environmental Organizations on the Internet: How are environmental groups using the Internet to build membership, increase public awareness, or affect public policy?
Social Democratic Parties Online: Are there any commonalities in the way that Social Democratic parties in different countries are using the Internet to increase their electoral strength or alter their public image?

Electronic diasporas: How does the Internet connect geographically scattered ethnic communities? How does this affect ethnic politics in different countries?

Interest Group E-mail Networks: How are interest groups using e-mail to increase member involvement,  inter-organizational coordination, or public awareness?

The Gendered Internet: Are there gender differences in the way men and women use the Internet? How could this shape the Internet’s impact on political participation?

The Future of Intellectual Property Rights: What are the major approaches that have been taken to the protection of intellectual property online? Which of these approaches is likely to dominate in the future?

Grassroots Mobilization Online: What online strategies are new social movements using to get their supporters to directly pressure politicians for policy change?

The Internet and Social Capital: Does the Internet increase or decrease social capital? A review of the current academic debate.

A political history of the Electronic Frontier Foundation: Has EFF been an effective organization for the protection of online rights? How?

The Debate over Online Voting: Will online voting increase voter turnout? A review of the current debate among academics and practitioners.

Anti-globalization activism online: Has the Internet played a role in building the membership or profile of the anti-globalization movement? How?

Online political participation in Canada: Has the Internet increased political participation in Canada? How?

Online policy consultation: Which online tools are governments using to solicit citizen input into policy decisions? Which tools are most effective, and under what circumstances?

Hacking China: Does hacktivism pose a challenge to Chinese firewalls? How could this affect the Chinese government?

Online privacy and health information: How do different governments balance the goal of electronic health records management with concerns about online privacy? Which approach is likely to predominate?

The International Digital Divide: Should expanding Internet access be a priority for the developing world? Why or why not?

The Digital Divide in BC: Who is online in BC? What strategies could increase the number of people with Internet access?

Local Community Networks: Does the local community networking movement help to bridge the digital divide? How?

African Telecentres and Community Economic Development: Do telecentres provide economic development opportunities for African communities? How?

Campaign sites: How do candidates use the Internet as a campaign tool? Has a web site yet helped to decide an election result?

If you are developing your own topic, here are some questions to ask yourself:

1. How does this topic relate to the course material? Which week or topic would it fit into?

2. Which of the broader themes of the course does this topic address? What theoretical issues does it raise?

3. Is there research available on this topic?

4. What examples or evidence would bear on this topic?

5. Does this topic raise an interesting or controversial question that I can investigate?

